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Upcoming Dates
No WEDNESDAYS for foundation students
Before School Athletics

February and March 2nd
February 14,21,28 and March 7th

Labour Day Public Holiday
Athletics Carnival
Netball Carnival

Monday March 14th
Tuesday March 15th
Thursday March 17th

News from the Principal
Dear Families,
Whilst we have been busy “getting back to business” it is still a very busy time for schools implementing new
procedures. The start of this year has seen us install air purifiers, distribute RA Tests and work with families with the
new testing regimes. I would like to remind all families to please be patient with teachers and all staff during this time.
We are working to support all of our families, implement the new guidelines and we are in a constant state of change.
Our team does the best they can with the new information that flows through at a rapid rate.
With this in my mind, I would take this time to remind all families of our Respect for Staff policy and DET’s Statement of
Values that is for all members of our learning community. At Mount Pleasant Primary School, our vision is to create a
learning community that shares “a commitment to, and a responsibility for, creating an inclusive and safe school
environment for our students.” Our core values are ‘Respect, Responsibility and Resilience’. I see these values and our
vision reflected in so many interactions at our school every day, I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you who
contribute to the positivity of our school community each and every week.
We all have a shared responsibility for ensuring that we uphold our values and vision in our day to day interactions with
each other, and I am committed to ensuring that everyone in our school community is treated with respect, fairness and
dignity. This is particularly important where there are concerns or sensitive matters to be raised, or where we think that
particular issues should be responded to or handled differently.
Thank you to all of our families who have taken things in their stride and continue to work in partnership with us.
Our first focus is keeping the school safe, open and operational.
COVID Updates:
The Victorian Government has today announced a 6-week extension of the COVIDSafe measures in place for schools.
These were introduced at the beginning of Term 1 and will now be in effect until the remained of Term 1, subject to any
changes in health advice.
In summary, there will continue to be a focus on the “3V’s” of ventilation, vaccination and vital COVIDSafe steps.
Use of RATS will continue, and distribution of these will be throughout Term 1.
Code of Conduct:
Please ensure you discuss this with your child and return the signed Code of Conduct form. Please return this form by
Friday 25th of February.

Reading Program:
Keep up the good work with home readers! Reading every night makes a HUGE difference to a child’s reading
progress. This week we started a new learning routine. During reading some grades have started Fluency Pairs! Fluency
has a significant impact on students ability to comprehend. Fluency is defined as the ability to read with speed,
accuracy, and proper expression, all of these things help us to comprehend what we are reading.
School Uniform:
It has been pleasing to see so many of our students returning to school in full school uniform and with their hats!
Wearing school uniform is compulsory at Mount Pleasant Primary School. Wearing a uniform develops a sense of
belonging and promotes equality in our learning community, assists in student safety by ensuring staff are able to
identify children when on local walks and excursions, and reduces clothing costs over time. Please ensure your child
wears the correct and clean school uniform each day. Navy blue items such as shorts, pants, t shirts and jumpers can all
be purchased at very reasonable prices from a range of stores such as Big W/Best and Less/K-Mart. For embroidered
school uniform pieces you can purchase from Crockers in Ballarat.
Change of Contact details:
Please let the Admin Office know as soon as possible if your details such as phone number, address change.
Wellbeing:
We continue to focus on Wellbeing, for our students, staff and wider community. This means following the correct
hygiene and restrictions measures. It also means ensuring we are looking after ourselves through good sleep habits,
good eating habits and getting outside for fresh air and sunshine.
Pick Up Times and After School Care:
A reminder that school pick up time is between 3.15pm and 3.30pm. We kindly request that families observe these
times. We are lucky to have on site After School Care that you can book your child/ren into if you need a later pick up
time. Contact Extend directly on: 1300 366 437
We discourage families picking children up early from school unless there is a valid reason to do so such as a medical
appointment. If you arrive early to pick your child up without prior communication you may need to wait until there is
an available staff member to go to the classroom to collect them.

Warm regards,
Kate Robinson
Principal
I respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respect to the ongoing living cultures of First Peoples.

NO LUNCH ORDERS
until further notice.

ICY POLE FRIDAY $1

Grade 5/6 STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Maths)
In STEM, students are learning to think like computer scientists. This week, the grade 5/6 students worked
in pairs to draw/design a robot using a range of 2-dimensional shapes. They were then challenged to drive
a Sphero robot along the edge of their drawing. Students used teamwork and problem-solving skills to
achieve their goals. Hope said, “The robot was going too fast which made it hard to control so I thought
about changing the speed setting to slow it down which worked”. Other students solved the same problem
by tapping the controls rather than holding them down. Odin said, “If you hold the arrow key down the
robot moves too fast. If you just tap the arrow key the robot moves slowly”.

Please help our school win the war against head
lice by checking your child’s hair each week.

If your child is missing any belongings, please
check our lost property at the office.
We urge families to please name their school
uniforms/lunch boxes so that items brought to
the office can be returned to students.

